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NJ has made a commitment that “Adolescents in out-of-home placements should be provided with life skills opportunities, housing and permanent connections with caring adults.” A further commitment has been made to develop a continuum of services to address the needs of adolescents in their local communities.  Equally important is the commitment to ensure that adolescents will be connected with caring adults through provisions of these services.  

Here’s just a few of the topics covered inside:

       Life Skills Training



 Housing

      Educational Assistance


            Youth Advocacy
     Scholarships


                      Health Insurance
    Wraparound Funds


          School-based Services
  Addiction Services



        Aftercare
National research confirms that adolescents “aging out” of the child welfare system, as well as homeless adolescents, are in need of stable housing and services that improve life skills and offer young people the developmental environment they need to become contributing members in society.  Adolescents are most successful when programs offer a continuum of services and are responsive to the individual needs of the adolescent.

              ADOLESCENT SERVICE GOAL

The goal of Department of Children and Families (DCF) Adolescent Services Unit is to empower adolescents to meet their full potential and to achieve self-sufficiency.  


Additional information available on the web @

Additional information available on the web @

www..transitionsforyouth.orgwwwransitionsforyouth.org
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Dear Professional,
Welcome to the Adolescent Services Guide!  This guide will help you understand and navigate the sometimes confusing array of services available to foster youth in New Jersey.  While this guide defines an adolescent as a young person between the ages of 14 and 21, many of the programs and services within have narrower age limits.  A reminder that cases are to remain open until the age of 21, unless the youth requests the case to be closed.
This guide includes services available through the Department of Children and Families, other state agencies, and private organizations.  Some of the services listed within are not specific to foster youth but either have specifically identified foster youth within their service population or serve individuals with characteristics that many foster youth share (this is particularly true of adult services).

This guide is organized by life domains, such as Healthcare, Housing, and Education.  Each domain is then further divided into appropriate subsections.  In each section there are definitions, guidelines, suggestions, and service providers as appropriate.  For most service providers, the agency name will be followed by the name of the specific program in quotation marks and the number to call for more information about that program.  Service area or location, typically by county, is also provided when appropriate.
Please make sure you have familiarized yourself with the type of services offered through a program before making a referral.  For example, many of the housing programs integrate life skills training into the daily environment.  It would be inappropriate for a youth in such a program to also be referred to a stand-alone life skills training program.  

If you have any concerns about the quality of service being provided by any of these agencies, please notify us concurrent with taking appropriate steps in your own office and with the specific agency.  Furthermore, if you wish to provide feedback on this guide or have identified specific service gaps for adolescents in your area, please let us know.  We value any feedback that will help us better serve New Jersey’s foster youth. 
We can be reached at ocsadolescentsrvsunit@dcf.state.nj.us
Sincerely,

The Adolescent Services Unit

LIFE SKILLS TRAINING PROGRAMS

Life Skills Training Programs provide adolescents between the ages of 14 and 17 with training necessary for their successful transition from placement to independence.  Adolescents in a DYFS-paid placement and who are between the ages of 14 and 17 are eligible for these services.  DYFS contracts with private, non-profit agencies throughout the state to provide life skills training, focusing on such areas as employment, money management, community resources, communication, decision making, housing, and education.  

To receive services from the life skills program a DYFS case manager must make a referral to the agency.  
*Note: These programs provide life skills training ONLY, they are not living arrangements.
Life Skills Agencies

Atlantic County
Atlantic County YAP 
 (609) 272-9411

Bergen County
Care Plus NJ
“Homeward  Bound”
 (201) 265-8200

Burlington County
Burlington County YAP 
 (609) 386-3342
Burlington & Northern Camden County
Crossroads Programs, Inc.

“Just For You” 
(609) 880-0210
Camden County
Camden County YAP 

(609) 541-4300

Cumberland & 

Cape May County
Cumberland & 

Cape May Counties YAP

(609) 794-2830

Essex County
Multicultural 

Community Services

(732) 650-0330

Essex (continued)
Independence: 

A Family of Services

(973) 372-5601 x302

The Bridge 

(973) 589-8827

Gloucester & Salem County
Gloucester/Salem YAP

(609) 848-0165

Devereux Teaching Family
Title IV-E Independent Living Program*
856-384-9680

* Independent living skills

are taught to residents

of the teaching families

Hudson County
Urban League of Hudson County

"Life Skills Program"

(201) 451-8888

Hunterdon County
Catholic Charities 
(908) 782-7905
Mercer County
LifeTies, Inc. 
“T.I.L.T.”
(609) 394-3337
Middlesex County
Multicultural Community Services

(732) 650-0330
Monmouth County
Multicultural Community Services

(732) 650-0330

Morris, Sussex and Warren Counties
Plaid House, Inc. 
“Aging Out Program”

(973) 285-1982

Ocean County

Preferred Children’s Services

“Project Independence”

(732) 367-1352

Passaic County
Paterson YMCA
“Aging Out Youth Program”

(973) 278-8019

Somerset County
Somerset Home for Temporarily 
Displaced Children“Pathways Program"
(908) 526-4567

Union County


Community Access Unlimited

“Transitional Service Program”


(908) 354-3040

 AFTERCARE PROGRAMS

The Department of Children and Families contracts with local non-profit agencies to provide aftercare services.  The Aftercare agencies provide intensive case management and supportive services to adolescents between 18 and 21 years of age.  As part of the continuum of services for independent living, aftercare provides adolescents with assistance in obtaining meaningful employment, housing and post-secondary education.  These programs can also access flexible funds (Wraparound Funds) to enable the adolescent to gain the supports that will assist them in their transition to self-sufficiency.  In order for Aftercare to be effective, the youth must complete life skills training first.  Six months prior to DYFS closing the adolescent’s case, the DCF case manager refers the adolescent to an aftercare program.  The aftercare agency will work with the adolescent while they are under DYFS supervision, and will continue at least six months after DYFS has closed the case.  The following is a list of aftercare programs by county:
Atlantic County

Robin’s Nest, Inc.

“On My Own”
(856) 881-8689

Bergen County

Care Plus NJ
(201) 265-8200
Burlington County

Family Services of 

Burlington County

“On My Own”
(609) 518-2477
Camden County

Family Services of 

Burlington County

“On My Own”
(609) 518-2477
Cape May County

Robin’s Nest, Inc.

“On My Own”
(856) 881-8689

Cumberland County

Robin’s Nest, Inc.

“On My Own”
(856) 881-8689
Essex County

Independence: 

A Family of Services

(973) 372-5601 x302

Gloucester County

Robin’s Nest, Inc.

“On My Own”
(856) 881-8689

Hudson County

Urban League of 

Hudson County

(201) 451-8888

Hunterdon County

Catholic Charities
“RAPS”
(908) 782-7905
Mercer County

LifeTies, Inc.

“T.I.L.T.”
(609) 394-3337
Middlesex & 
Monmouth County

Multicultural 
Community Services

(732) 650-0330

Morris County

Catholic Charities

“Crossroads”
(908) 454-2074

Ocean County

Preferred Children’s Services

“Project Independence”
732-367-1352
Passaic County

Paterson YMCA

“Aging Out Youth Program”
(973) 278-8019
Salem County

Robin’s Nest, Inc.

“On My Own”
(856) 881-8689

Somerset & Warren County

Catholic Charities
“R.A.P.S.”
(908) 782-7905
Sussex County

Catholic Charities
“Crossroads”
(908) 454-2074

Union County

Community Access Unlimited

“Transitional Service Program”
(908) 354-3040

An adolescent who has left aftercare and is not yet 21 can return to the aftercare agency for a “booster shot”.  The “booster shot” includes such services as short-term case management services, information/referral and  Chafee wraparound funds.
HIGHER EDUCATION
The Department of Children and Families contracts with a private non-profit organization to administer the New Jersey Foster Care Scholars Program.  Certain applicants attending classes full-time at a New Jersey public college or university may receive up to the full cost of their tuition, based on the school’s academic standing criteria.  

The adolescent must:

· Be between the ages of 16 and 22 AND
· Have been in the care and custody of the Division of Youth and Family Services for a period of nine months or more following the adolescent’s 16th birthday OR
· Be adopted through the Division of Youth and Family Services after age 16 OR 
· Reside in or have resided in a state or federally-funded independent living arrangement or transitional living program for youth in out-of-home placement for at least 3 months AND
· Be in possession of a high school diploma or certificate of high school equivalency AND
· Be granted admission to an accredited degree or certificate granting post-secondary institution

Additionally, a maximum of $5,000 per year may be awarded to qualified students who attend part-time, in state or out of state.  The same applies to students attending private school in NJ, full time or part time.  
NJ Foster Care Scholars are required to participate in Project MYSELF, a program which provides foster youth in college with several opportunities, including mentoring, volunteering, blogging or leadership activities.

Additional information about Project MYSELF can be obtained by emailing the coordinator, Trenna Shivers, at tshivers@rci.rutgers.edu .

High school graduates may also be eligible for a variety of private scholarships administered through Foster and Adoptive Family Services.  Information about these scholarships and the NJ Foster Care Scholars Program is available by calling 1-800-222-0047.



-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Vocational Rehabilitation Services
The mission of the New Jersey Division of Vocational Rehabilitation Services (DVR) is to enable individuals with disabilities to achieve employment outcomes consistent with their strengths, priorities, needs, abilities and capabilities.  DVR helps individuals with disabilities that are having trouble finding or holding a job because of their disability.   DVR has special counselors who liaise with local school districts to identify high school seniors who are eligible for special education and related services.  If an adolescent in foster care is classified (i.e. has an Individualized Education Plan) they may be eligible for DVR services which include: vocational assessments, learning assessments, job training, job placement, and assistance with tuition, fees, and related expenses for post-secondary school.  Participation in the NJ Foster Care Scholars program neither guarantees nor precludes participation in DVR services.
For more information, referral, or contact information for local DVR offices, visit:

http://www.nj.gov/labor/dvrs/vrsindex.html 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Federal Financial Aid and Foster Youth
The FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) is a requirement for the NJ Foster Care Scholars and for most forms of college financial aid.  A critical part of filing the form is determining whether a student is “independent.”  If a youth is currently in out-of-home care through DYFS or “aged out” of DYFS care, they can answer “yes” to the question that asks, “are both of your parents deceased or are you (or were you until age 18) a ward/dependent of the court?” and are considered independent students by FAFSA definition.  Completing this step makes most youth in care eligible for full federal aid, including grants.  However, many colleges ask the youth to provide a verification letter from his or her DYFS worker to confirm this.  Please assist your clients (or former clients) by promptly providing them with a letter upon request, as financial aid cannot be fully processed until all documents are received.
HIGH SCHOOL EDUCATION
School-Based Youth Services Program
The NJ School-Based Youth Services Program (SBYSP) helps 7th through 12th grade students combat violence, abuse, and other adolescent problems.  The goal is to offer adolescents skills for employment and continuing education.  Services include: individual and family counseling, substance abuse counseling, primary and preventative health care, pregnancy prevention, tutoring, after-school recreation, and computer literacy.  To find out if a young person’s school is one of the over 150 schools in NJ to offer this program, call the school directly or call the SBYSP at (609) 984-5632.
New Jersey Youth Corps
Youth Corps is a year-round, voluntary program which engages young adults (ages 16-25) who have left High School before earning a diploma, in full-time community service, training, and educational activities.  Guided by staff who serve as mentors and role models, teams of youth called “crews” carry out a wide range of service projects.  In return for their efforts to restore and strengthen communities, Corps members receive:  1) education development in basic skills and preparation to obtain a GED or locally issued Adult High School Diploma; 2) life skills and employability skills instruction; 3) personal and career counseling to build self-esteem, clarify values, and develop leadership skills while they are developing their career portfolio; 4) transition services and continuing support services as they transition to college, training, employment or other national and domestic service opportunities; 5) community service opportunities which develop positive employability skills while addressing unmet community needs.  Corps members receive a stipend while enrolled in Youth Corps.

NJ Youth Corps is actively recruiting foster youth for the program and is able to accept referrals directly from the local offices.  Please contact one of the individuals below for further information or the state headquarters at (609) 292-2060.
	Monmouth County

Jonelle M. Clark, Coordinator

(732)775-0525  Ext 206


	Newark

Carolyn Wallace, Director

(973) 621-1134   Ext 247


Paterson

	Ralph Colognori, Coordinator 

(973) 321-0763
	


Phillipsburg
	Michael Muckle, Acting Director

(908) 859-2969
	


Plainfield
	Jeanne Shanker, Coordinator
(908) 561-6012
	


Jersey City

	Bruce Beaman, Co-Director

(201) 200-3455

	Trenton

Edith Siplin, Director

(609) 530-2675

	Middlesex County

Paul Reynolds, Coordinator
(732) 745-5300
Ext 4401
	Vineland

Joe Camardo, Director
(856) 794-6943 Ext 8950


HIGH SCHOOL EDUCATION, continued

Youth ChalleNGe Academy

The New Jersey Youth ChalleNGe Academy is a 22-week residential program that was created to help 16-18 year olds, who have ceased to attend high school, become educated and well-rounded, productive citizens of New Jersey.  This is accomplished through rigorous training in the eight core components that are required for graduation:  Academic Excellence, Life-Coping Skills, Job Skills, Health and Hygiene, Responsible Citizenship, Service to the Community, Leadership & Followership, and Physical Fitness.  Although quasi-military in nature and based on a military model, there is absolutely no obligation for students to join the military at any time.  Students who pass the GED test earn a State of New Jersey High School Diploma.  The last four NJ Youth ChalleNGe class iterations have produced an average 89% GED test pass rate.  What makes the Youth ChalleNGe Academy even more successful is the mentoring program in the Post-Residential Phase of the academy.  Every Youth ChalleNGe graduate has a community-based mentor who assists them with educational and career goals.      

The mission of the New Jersey Youth ChalleNGe Academy is to provide a highly disciplined environment fostering academics, leadership development, physical training and personal growth to educate and train unemployed youth who have ceased to attend high school.  For more information or to refer a young person, call (800)-997-5587 or visit http://www.ngycp.org/state/nj/  
HOUSING
There is housing available to foster youth aging out of care through a variety of programs.  Some have been created solely for foster youth, some serve youth who are homeless or at risk of homelessness (which includes foster youth aging out of care).  Some of these housing options have time limits (typically 18 months or 2 years), others are considered “permanent” (youth does not leave until he or she is ready).  Contact individual programs for eligibility guidelines as these vary widely.
Atlantic County

Covenant House

“Rights of Passage”

609-348-4070
Bergen County
Bergen County CAP

“PHASES” 
201-968-0200

Volunteers of America

“Synergy I & II”

732-827-2444
Children’s Aid & Family Services

201-261-2800

Burlington County

Crossroads Programs, Inc.

“Rights of Passage” & “TLP”

609-880-0210

Children’s Home of Burlington County

609-267-1550
Camden County

Center for Family Services

“Camden Dreams” & “Grandslam” 
856-964-1990

Cape May
Cape Counseling
Apartment program
609-463-0014
Essex County
Care Plus NJ

“Phases” – apartment program
201-265-8200

Covenant House
973-286-3412
Covenant House
“Rights of Passage”

973-621-8705

Tri-City Peoples
Apartment program
973-675-4484

Corinthian Housing
Apartment program
973-624-4720

Urban Youth Dev. Corp.

973-672-1200

Gloucester County

Robin’s Nest

“LifeLink Home”

856-881-8689.
Hudson County
Volunteers of America

“Synergy III” & “ILP”

732-827-2444
Catholic Charities Diocese of Newark

201-798-9957
Mercer County

The Anchorage

609-989-1625
Anchorage Apartments

609-989-1625
LifeTies, Inc.

“Mary’s Place”

609-771-1600
Middlesex County
Volunteers of America

“Synergy V”

732-827-2444

Garden State Home

908-331-0467

MIPH
732-729-7770
Monmouth County

Catholic Charities

“Beacon House”

and Apartment Program

732-502-9245

Collier Services
732-946-4771

IEP

732-431-5872

Ocean County

Oceans Harbor House

“Shore House”

732-929-9096
Passaic County

New Jersey Community Development Corp. 
973-225-0555
Paterson Coalition for Housing, Inc.

973-684-5998
Somerset County

Somerset Home for Temporarily Displaced Youth
“My Place” (males)

908-947-0040
 “Whitney House” (females)
908-947-0002
Union County

Community Access Unlimited

908-345-3040

Volunteers of America

“Synergy IV”

732-827-2444

Note: Please review the Special Concerns section for additional housing options for certain young people.

HEALTHCARE
Medical Insurance

The Medicaid Extension for Young Adults (MEYA) provides continued Medicaid coverage for adolescents that meet the following requirements:

· was living in a DYFS-paid placement on his or her 18th birthday and
· meets Medicaid eligibility requirements except for income

The no-cost coverage is available regardless of income until the adolescent’s 21st birthday.

Workers and young people can find out more information about this program by calling:

The Medicaid Extension ‘Warm Line’

1-888-235-4766

A youth who is not eligible for MEYA may still be Medicaid eligible under other programs, such as FamilyCare.  For more information contact the young person’s local welfare office. 
ADDICTION SERVICES

The Division of Addiction Services (DAS) has developed services targeted to youth in New Jersey’s child welfare system.  These programs enable youth to receive treatment for their addictions in a recovery-oriented environment that treats each young person with dignity and respect.  Most of these programs are for adolescents age 13 to 17.

	OUTPATIENT PROGRAMS
(For Males and Females)
	INPATIENT/RESIDENTIAL PROGRAMS
(For Males only unless specified)

	Catholic Charities—Trenton: 609-396-4557
COPE Center: 973-783-6655
Counseling and Referral of Ocean: 732-244-1600
Family Connections: 973-675-3817
Genesis Counseling Center: 856-858-9314

My Father’s House: 856-742-0900
Newark Renaissance House: 973-623-3386


	Bonnie Brae: 908-647-0800
Daytop: 

     South: 856-358-4111

     Daytop Village (females): 973-543-5656
CURA, Inc.:973-353-6284
Integrity House, Inc.: 973-623-7255
Newark Renaissance House: 973-642-7337
New Hope Foundation, Inc.

     Secaucus (co-ed): 201-866-0888

     Marlboro: 732-946-3030
Straight and Narrow: 973-345-6000
Vantage Health System, Inc: 201-784-6490


YOUTH ADVOCACY
The Department of Children and Families is proud to support youth advocacy organizations for young people receiving services through its divisions.  

Youth Advisory Boards
The Department of Children and Families has created 10 Youth Advisory Boards (YABs) hosted by provider agencies throughout the state.  Seven other agencies have been contracted to provide transportation to these meetings.
The main purpose of the YABs is to provide feedback on adolescent programs and policies to the Department of Children and Families.  The YABs provide a non-clinical, youth-directed forum that empowers homeless youth and youth transitioning out of foster care to become effective advocates for themselves and others.  YAB members enhance their advocacy skills through public speaking, legislative advocacy, and planning community service and recreational events.
For more information, contact your local Youth Advisory Board:

	Bergen County
Children’s Aid and Family Services

201-226-0300

	Cumberland / Gloucester / Salem

Robins Nest, Inc.
856-881-8689  
	Morris/Sussex
Plaid House, Inc.

973-898-1962  

	Burlington County
Family Service of Burlington

609-518-2477

	Essex County
Tri-City Peoples Corporation

973-374-5101
	Passaic County
Community Development Corporation

973-413-1714

	Camden County
Camden County YAP
856-541-4300
	Hunterdon / Somerset / Warren

Somerset Home for Temporarily Displaced Children

908-526-4567
	Union County
Community Access Unlimited

908-354-3040

	Cape May/Atlantic Counties
Atlantic/Cape May YAP
609-345-7333
	Mercer County
Capitol Corridor Community Development Corporation

609-392-0034
	


Youth Partnerships
The Youth Partnerships are a network of advocacy groups run for and by youth with mental health issues.  Housed within New Jersey’s Family Support Organizations, the Youth Partnerships have independent missions and budgets.  The primary goals of the Youth Partnerships include eliminating stigma, educating their communities, advocating for all youth who have mental illnesses, and removing the barriers that young people face in obtaining resources for wellness.  Most Youth Partnerships meet once a week or more and also plan additional trips and conferences.  For more information, call one of the numbers below and ask to speak with the Youth Coordinator.
	Bergen County

908-922-7963


	Cumberland/Gloucester/Salem

856-507-9408
	Monmouth County

732-571-3272

	Burlington County

609-265-8838


	Essex County

973-395-1441
	Union County

908-686-9090

	Camden County

856-662-2600

	Mercer County

609-581-6891
	

	Cape May/Atlantic Counties

609-485-0575
	Middlesex County
732-940-2837
	


YOUTH ADVOCACY, continued
Child Placement Review Boards
The Child Placement Review Board is a group of trained citizen volunteers from the community who under the CPR Act are empowered to review the cases of children in out-of-home placement.  Youth ages 18 to 21 years old who have agreed to continued services are also reviewed by the Boards.  Notices of meetings are sent to all interested parties.  Young people aging out of foster care must be informed of their opportunity to attend CPR Board meetings. They may come alone, with a caseworker, or with a friend. 
 “Aging Out, Don’t Miss Out,” a comic book style publication that further explains the role of the CPR Boards in supporting transition, is available from the NJ Child Placement Advisory Council, PO Box 983, Trenton, NJ, 08625, or by visiting www.njcpac.org.

FINANCIAL SUPPORTS FOR ADOLESCENTS
Chafee Wraparound is flexible funding available for those adolescents in an independent living skills, aftercare, or transitional living program. These  funds should be used for emergency istuations to pay security deposits, up to four months’ rent, purchase linens, furniture, or other items or services that will help the adolescent obtain independence.  

Eligible adolescents are as follows:

Age 16 to their 21st birthday who are in an independent living skills or transitional living program

Age 18 to their 21st birthday who are in an aftercare program

Age 18 to their 21st birthday, who are no longer an open DYFS case or in an aftercare program, but were in a DYFS placement on their 18th birthday

*Note: Only independent living skills, aftercare, and transitional living programs can make requests for the Chafee Wraparound funds.  A young person must work with one of these programs in order to access funds.
Chafee Wraparound funds ARE NOT AN ENTITLEMENT, are short-term, and are limited in scope and amount.  They are to be accessed after other sources of possible funding or in combination with other services. 

Other Financial Resources
Some other sources of financial assistance/money saving that adult foster youth may be eligible for or find helpful include:
· Communications Lifeline—free basic service or a credit on monthly phone bill as well as 50% discount on installation.  Does not apply to cell phones.  Applications for the program are available through the local welfare office and must be verified, then mailed or faxed to Verizon before establishing service.   The name and address on the Verizon account MUST match the name and address for Medicaid/welfare services exactly.  For more information call NJ Shares at 1-888-337-3339 or http://www.verizonnj.com/about/community/nj/tele/njlifelinerev.asp 
· LIHEAP (Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program)—helps with costs of home heating and medically necessary cooling, even if the young person is a renter and even if heat is included in rent.  Application period is usually October through March and forms can be found at libraries and local welfare offices.

· CORT Furniture Clearance Centers—sell new and off-lease furniture 30-70% off new prices.  North Brunswick (732)729-4844, Maple Shade (856)802-0202 
· Thrift stores and their pricier cousins, consignment shops, are useful for many items, especially women’s clothing.  Much of the clothing is brand name and in good or new condition.
· Freecycle—a website where people give away unwanted items free for the taking.  Local groups in most areas of NJ: www.freecycle.org

Independent Living Stipend
Certain young people over the age of 16 whose circumstances make them inappropriate for group living arrangements may create individualized living arrangement.  The local offices can provide an “independent living stipend” to assist in paying for rent and food.  Youth in any i living arrangement, whether receiving the independent living stipend or not, are eligible for other supports such as clothing allowances.

Note: The existing policy on independent living stipends is currently under major revisions and will be addressed more completely in the next edition of this guide.

SPECIAL CONCERNS

Sometimes specific concerns arise in the lives of adolescents under our care.  These concerns may be poorly served in standard housing or service programs.  Specialized services and programs exist that may be utilized when standard options are not appropriate.

PARENTING YOUTH
There are several programs available that provide care for pregnant adolescents and young fathers and mothers:

· “Capable Adolescent Mothers,” Crossroads Programs, 609-386-3342.  Residential facility for females age 15 – 18 years old who enter any time during pregnancy and may stay until child’s first birthday.
· “Second Chance Homes,” Crossroads Programs, 609-880-0210.  Services and supports for teen mothers and their children within private homes in the community.

· Center for Great Expectations, 908-218-0570 ext. 203.  Residential facility for pregnant individuals ages 13 and older with addiction or family history of addiction.  Expected to begin serving mothers and infants post-delivery beginning in Spring 2007.

· “Teen-Age Parents Program,” Family Service of Burlington County, 800-963-3377.  Counseling, case management, consultation, and home visits for pregnant and parenting teens.

· Union Industrial Home, 609-695-1492, offers a number of programs for teen parents including residential services for mothers and babies at “New Empowerment Alternatives,” summer and after school programs through their “MAC (Mother and Child) Programs,” and programs for fathers through “The Father Center,” the “Trenton Men’s Collaborative,” and, for non-custodial fathers, “Operation Fatherhood.”

YOUTH LIVING WITH HIV/AIDS

Most residential programs have limited capacity to address the unique medical, emotional, and daily living needs of young people living with HIV/AIDS.  The following program was created specifically for that purpose:
· “Rainbow House,” LifeTies, 609-394-6747.  A group home for medically fragile children including female adolescents, ages 12-21 who are HIV positive or living with AIDS. To reside at Rainbow House, residents may be alone, pregnant or with their children.
GAY, LESBIAN, BISEXUAL, TRANSGENDER,  QUESTIONING, AND INTERSEX YOUTH (GLBTQI)
Fear, discrimination, stigma, and misunderstanding place an added burden on GLBTQI youth in foster care.  Until youth-serving systems as a whole have the ability to protect GLBTQI youth and treat them with dignity and respect, specialized services are necessary.  The following programs offer safe housing options for GLBTQI youth:

· Urban Youth Development Corp, 973-672-1200.  Residential services for homeless and aging out youth.
· “Mary’s Place,” LifeTies, 609-771-1600.  Single and shared apartments for aging out youth.
· The Anchorage Apartment Program 609-) 989-1625
OTHER RESOURCES:
DCA-DOW: Women’s Referral Central Hotline 
(1-800-322-8092) provides referrals and basic information in areas such as housing, displaced homemakers, & other areas of concern and is accessible 24-hours a day, seven days a week.  http://www.state.nj.us/dca/dow/wrch.shtml
 DCF-DPCP:  The Office of Early Childhood Services
This agency coordinates prevention services to families with children ages birth to six. This includes Home Visitation Services (Healthy Families and Nurse-FamilyPartnerships & Early Care and Education Centers.  http://www.state.nj.us/dcf/prevention/childhood/index.html 
   DHS-DFD:  The primary task of DFD is to direct the state's welfare program, Work First New Jersey (WFNJ) and Food Stamps, a federally funded food assistance program for low-income families.  The division also oversees Child Care, Universal Service Fund (USF), and Child Support http://www.state.nj.us/humanservices/dfd/index.htm
   DHS-DMAHS: 
The Division of Medical Assistance and Health Services (DMAHS) administers the state-and federally- funded Medicaid program for certain groups of low to moderate income people. http://www.state.nj.us/humanservices/dmahs/about_dmahs.html
JUVENILE JUSTICE INVOLVEMENT/MENTAL HEALTH CONCERNS

The programs listed below are distinctive for being uniquely situated to meet the needs of homeless and aging out youth who may be stepping out of the intensive services typically provided to the mental health and juvenile justice populations:
· “Transitional Living,” Vision Quest, 609-894-4826.  Transitional living, apartment-style residential services to prepare youth for independent living.

· IEP Youth Services, 732-431-5872.  Independent living in supported apartments.

· “HAVEN,” Family Service of Burlington County, 800-963-3377.  Scattered-site apartments for young adults age 18 to 25 with severe and persistent mental illness aging out of the children’s service system (including DYFS and DCBH).  Independent living skills and case management are provided.
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Additional information available on the web @


www.transitionsforyouth.org








